1. Scientists study the remains
of early humans to learn
about prehistory.

2. Hominids and early humans
first appeared in East Africa

millions of years ago.

3. Stone Age toogls grew more
complex as time passed.

4. Hunter-gatherer societies

developed language, art,

and religion,

v

Prehistoric People learned to
adapt to their environment, to
make simple tools, to use fire,
and to use language.
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f;‘%( T As you read, take
notes on the advances

made by prehistoric humans. Use

a chart like this one to record your

notes.
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The First People

If YOU were
You live 200,000 years ago, in a time known as the
Stone Age. A local toolmaker has offered to teach you
his skill. You watch carefully as he strikes two black
rocks together. A small piece flakes off. You try to copy
him, but the rocks just break. Finally you learn to strltke
the rock just right. You have made a sharp stone knife!

there.
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How will you use your new skill?
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BUILDING BACKGROUND Over millions of years early people

learned many new things. Making stone tools was one of the earliest q
and most valuable skills that they developed. Scientists who study 1

{

early humans learn a lot about them from the tools and other objects
that they made.

_J

study prehistory, historjans
and anthropologists,

Louis Leakey, believed that the bones belonged to 3
hominid (HAH-muh-nuhd), an early ancestor of humans, An
ancestor is a relative Wwho lived in the past.

~Donald Johanson, from Ancestors: In Search of| Human Origins
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Donald Johanson discovered the
bones of Lucy, an early hominid that
lived more than 3 million years ago.
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Mary
Leakey
found
some of
the earliest
ancestors
of humans
in Olduvai
Gorge.

@ Australopithecus
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lived as long as 4.4 million years ago. But
some scientists disagree with White’s time
estimate. Discoveries of ancient bones give
us information about early humans and
their ancestors, but not all scientists agree
on the meaning of these discoveries. |

Johanson named his find Lucy. Tests
showed that she lived more than 3 million
years ago. Johanson could tell from her
bones that she was small and had walked
on two legs. The ability to walk on two legs
was a key step in human development.

In 1994 anthropologist Tim White
found even older remains. He believes Drawing Inferences What
can ancient bones tell us about human ancestors?

that the hominid he found may have
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Hominids and Early Humans

Later groups of hominids appeared about
3 million years ago. As time passed they
became more like modern humans.

In the early 1960s Louis Leakey found

Eg:g,s,\,%" hominid remains that he called Hon{o
Dates in a text habilis, or “handy man.” Leakey a'n.d his
can help you son Richard believed that Homo habilis was
,-'f,ejﬁ,ﬁ‘,’f,’,"s more closely related to modern humans
your mind. than Lucy and had a larger brain.

Scientists believe that another group
of hominids appeared in Africa about
1.5 million years ago. This group is called
Homo erectus, or “upright man.” Scientists
think these people walked completely
upright like modern people do.

Scientists believe that Homo erectus
knew how to control fire. Once fire was
started by natural causes, such as lightning,
people used it to cook food. Fire also gave
them heat and protection against animals.

\ur major groups of
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Africa between

nillion and about ® Name means £

3,000 years ago. “southern ape” S
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could use better 4-5 million

& years ago
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1se the hand ax? on two legs

B Brain was about one-third the size of
modern humans

Eventually hominids develope(-i chay.
acteristics of modern human}:. Sclentists
are not sure exactly when orw Ere. the firg,
modern humans lived. Many think thg,

in Africa about 2
they first appeared in Africa _(}_0&@
years ago. Scientists call these people Hop,
sapicns, or “wise man.” Every person alive

today belongs to this group.
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SCETMTAETED Contrasting How o
Homo erectus different from Homo habilis?

Stone Age Tools

The first humans and their ancestors liveq
during a long period of time 'called the
Stone Age. To help in their studies, archae-
ologists divide the Stone Age into three
periods based on the kinds of tools used at
the time. To archaeologists, a tool is any
handheld object that has been modified to
help a person accomplish a task.

B Name means
‘handy man”

B Appeared in
Africa about
2.4 million
years ago

B Used early stone tools for
chopping and scraping

B Brain was about half the size of
modern humans




g Name means
“upright man’

m Appeare: "
Africa about
2-1.5 mitiion
years ago

m Used early
stone tools like

the hand ax
® Learned to control fire

B Migrated out of Africa to Asia and Europe

A hand ax
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® Name means
“wise man”

B Appeared in
Africa about
200,000
years ago

W Migrated around the world _
W Same species as modern human beings

B [earned to create fire and use a wide
variety of tools

B Developed language
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